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Notice of Allowance 
Examiner's Amendments 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with William Gerstenzang on Tuesday, April 27, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the second line of claim 4, the word "play" has been deleted, and the word - - 
ply- - has been inserted in place thereof. 

In claim 5, the dependency has been changed from claim 31 to claim 4. 

In the second line of claim 5, the word "play" has been deleted and the word - - 
ply- - has been inserted in place thereof. 

In claim 7, the dependency has been changed from claim 31 to claim 6. 
' In claim 9, the dependency has been changed from claim 31 to claim 8. 

In claim 10, the dependency has been changed from claim 31 to claim 9. 

In the second line of claim 12, the word "play" has been deleted, and the word - - 
ply- -has been inserted in place thereof. 

In the last line of claim 13, the word - -an- - has been inserted before the phrase 
"a-olefin." 
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In the first line of claim 1 5, the word - -the- - has been inserted before the phrase 
"a-olefin." 

In the last line of claim 1 7, the word - - an- - has been inserted before the phrase 
"a-olefin." 

In claim 18, the dependency has been changed from claim 31 to claim 13. 
In the third line of claim 18, the word - - the- - has been inserted before the word 
"content." 

In the fifth line of claim 18, the word - -the- - has been inserted before the word 
"content." 

In the last line of claim 18, the word - - an- - has been inserted before the phrase 
"a-olefin." 

In the last line of claim 18, the word - -a- - has been inserted before the word 
"density." 

In claim 19, the dependency has been changed from claim 31 to claim 17. 
In the third line of claim 19, the word - - the- - has been inserted before the word 
"content." 

In the fifth line of claim 19, the word - -the- - has been inserted before the word 
"content." 

In the last line of claim 19, the word - - an- - has been inserted before the phrase 
"a-olefin." 

In the last line of claim 19, the word - -a- - has been inserted before the word 
"density." 
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In claim 20, the dependency has been changed from claim 31 to claim 18. 
In the second line of claim 20, the word - - an- - has been inserted before the 
phrase "a-olefin." 

In the second line of claim, the phrase - - having a density of 0.90 to 0.94g/cm 3 - - 
has been inserted after the phrase "a-olefin." 

In the second line of claim 22, the phrase "characterized in that it is" has been 
deleted. 

In the third line of claim 22, the word "metlting" has been deleted, and the word - 
-melting- - has been inserted in place thereof. 

In the third line of claim 22, the phrase "in that its" has been deleted. 

In the third line of claim 22, the word - - a- - has been inserted before the word 

"ratio." 

In the last line of claim 22, the word "is" has been deleted and the word - -of- - 
has been inserted in place thereof. 

In the preamble of claim 26, the word "sealed" has been deleted and the word - - 

sealable- - has been inserted in place thereof. 

In the last line of claim 27, the word - - and - - has been inserted in front of the 
word "polystyrene." 

On page 9, line 24 of the specification, before the paragraph beginning with the 
phrase "The object," the section heading - -BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION- - 
has been inserted. 
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On page 10, line 12 of the specification, before the paragraph beginning with the 
phrase "The sequence," the section heading - -DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION- - has been inserted. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The claims are allowable because the prior art fails to teach a heat sealable 
laminate comprising a substrate and a multiply heat sealable layer consisting of (i) an 
outer layer having a melt flow rate of at least 0.1g/10min and (ii) at least one inner ply 
having a MFR greater than the MFR of the outer ply and comprising at least 40% of the 
weight per unit are of the multiplied laminate. 

The closest prior art is Paleari et al. (US 6,1 10,570) and Hodgson, Jr (US 
5,206,075). Paleari teaches a multi-layer heat shrinkable film comprising (a) a heat 
sealable layer, (b) an inner layer having a melt index is less than 1.0, preferably less 
than 0.5, more preferably less than 0.40, and most preferably less than 0.35g/10min 
(col 6, lines 31-38). The overall thickness range of the laminate is 50-1 OOmicrons, 
wherein the heat seal (a) is at least 6-30microns, and the inner layer (b) has a thickness 
of preferably 10 or higher (col 9, lines 51-59). Paleari teaches that the heat seal layer 
(a) may comprise the heat seal composition disclosed in Hodgson. Hodgson teaches a 
heat seal composition comprising a copolymer having a melt index in the range of 0.5- 
7.5g/10min (abstract). When he film of Paleari is heat sealed, the heat seal layer (the 
layer with the higher melt flow index) is adjacent to a substrate. 



Application/Control Number: 09/247,418 Page 6 

Art Unit: 1773 

The claims are patentably distinguished from Paleari and Hodgson because the 
layers are arranged in the opposite sequence as the claimed invention in that the low 
MFR polymer is the inner ply of the film. Furthermore, sealing the film to a substrate 
would make the film lose its function as a heat sealing layer. Since the claims are 
directed to a heat sealable composite film, the claims are distinguished from any 
embodiment wherein the outer layer of Paleari is sealed to a substrate. Thus, Paleari in 
view of Hodgson neither teaches nor renders obvious the claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin R Kruer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1510. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Thibodeau can be reached on 571-272-1516. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kevin R. Kruer 

Patent Examiner-Art Unit 1773 




